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Haitian Political Crisis: Summary Of Developments, May 26
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by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, June 10, 1992
May 26: In Washington, the Rev. Jesse Jackson requested that the US government reverse a May
24 decision to immediately repatriate Haitian refugees picked up by the Coast Guard. Jackson
said the policy was "racist." White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater told reporters that
the administration's decision on immediate repatriation of Haitian refugees was grounded on
humanitarian concerns since the camp at the Guantanamo naval base is overcrowded. Haitians
rescued by the Coast Guard following the May 24 policy shift are not permitted to apply for
asylum prior to repatriation. Fitzwater said Haitians can pursue application for asylum through
the US Embassy in Port-au- Prince. Haiti's provisional prime minister Jean Jacques Honorat told
reporters that interim president Joseph Nerette had signed the accord on establishing a "consensus
government" among the executive, congress and the military. Both chambers of the congress had
previously approved the agreement. (See NotiSur 05/13/92 and 05/27/92 for coverage of accord.)
Forty soldiers requested a meeting with Nerette, and army chief and coup leader Gen. Raoul Cedras.
During the meeting, the soldiers said the military should return to the barracks and retire from
political activity. In a response broadcast on local radio, Cedras asserted that "nobody will give
orders to the army." During the previous evening, police surrounded and searched the SaintMartin neighborhood of Port-au-Prince. According to witnesses, the police threatened residents and
assaulted several people. US Rep. Stephen Solarz (D-NY) said he planned to introduce a bill that
would require Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) officials to interview Haitians on board
Coast Guard ships. May 27: Police detained Port-au-Prince mayor and Aristide supporter Evans
Paul for 1-1/2 hours. Paul had urged Haitians to participate in a civil disobedience campaign to force
government officials into facilitating Aristide's return to power. The government announced a ban
on civilians carrying firearms. In West Palm Beach, Florida, at a rally attended by approximately
8,000 Haitians, Aristide said that the military "should step aside before Haiti explodes." William
O'Neill, Haiti specialist with the New York- based Lawyers Committee for Human Rights (LCHR),
described Washington's policy of immediate repatriation "scandalous and outrageous," and a
"gross violation of international law" on refugees. Bill Frelick, member of the US Committee on
Refugees, said, "From now on, other countries throughout Asia, Africa, the Caribbean and Latin
America will be able to point to the US example and say, `if the world's richest country says it
has no room for refugees, we cannot be expected to accommodate them.'" US State Department
spokesperson Richard Boucher said that since May 25, 339 Haitian intercepted off the coast of Cuba
had been returned to Haiti, in addition to another 1,000 refugees from the Guantanamo camp.
According to Boucher, the camp population currently numbered about 11,500,. He said vacancies
will not be filled, and that the camp population would be reduced to zero and then closed. May
28: US President George Bush ordered a further tightening of the trade embargo against Haiti
by prohibiting stopovers at US ports by European-registered cargo vessels coming and going
from Haiti. Bush said he was considering additional measures "against the illegal regime in Portau- Prince." Haitian Army Col. Jean Robert Gabriel, secretary to the army chief of staff, said that
over a three-day period in Port-au-Prince, three soldiers had been killed and two others were
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hospitalized with gunshot wounds. Uzi machine-guns were used in three of the attacks, leading
to rumors of dissent within military ranks. In a formal communique to the US government, UN
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) chief Sadako Ogata criticized Washington's policy of
immediate repatriation of Haitian refugees. Ogata said international treaties prohibit the forceful
return of refugees rescued on the high seas. May 29: Anti-government protesters reportedly
hurled stones at a soldier in downtown Port-au-Prince. At least 20 people were arrested. State-run
Radio Nationale reported that five soldiers had been killed over the past five days. According to
Senate president (speaker) Dejean Belizaire, the interim president and prime minister will soon
be replaced by a newly appointed prime minister. The arrangement included in the consensus
government accord was recently published in the official gazette. The new prime minister is to be
appointed by Nerette after consultation with congressional leaders. The congress was scheduled
to reconvene on June 8. As specified in the new legislation, the presidential post will not be filled
until the current political crisis has been resolved. In addition, the legislation does not preclude
eventual elections for president. The independent Haitian Press Agency reported that an army
post located near the southern city of Les Cayes was burned to the ground. Les Cayes is described
as an Aristide stronghold. Soldiers arrested dozens of people, including the Les Cayes assistant
mayor. The Agence France-Presse cited an unidentified official of the Information and Coordination
Center (ICC) a military- affiliated agency which worked closely with the US Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) as saying that since US aid was suspended in November, a "spectacular
increase" in drug trafficking and consumption has been observed in Haiti. According to the
source, "All the Colombian cartels are represented in Haiti, and the traffickers are fully aware of
the suspension of DEA logistical aid and cooperation to Haiti." The official said that the UN has
continued to fund anti- drug efforts, and has contributed US$1 million to allow the ICC to continue
cooperation with Interpol. May 30: US Sen. Edward Kennedy, citing a report by the General
Accounting Office (GAO), said Latin American, European and African nations have violated the
trade embargo against Haiti sponsored by the Organization of American States (OAS). Kennedy
added that OAS members Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic and
Venezuela were guilty of such violations. June 1: In Santo Domingo, Dominican Foreign Minister
Juan Aristides Taveras Guzman told reporters that he expects resolution of the Haitian political
crisis in the near future. Dominican President Joaquin Balaguer will reportedly serve as mediator
in the process leading to such resolution. Coast Guard cutters "Decisive" and "Thetis" repatriated
680 Haitians who were intercepted on the high seas. Over 2,300 Haitians have been rescued by
the Coast Guard and immediately returned to Haiti in the May 24-30 period. Police arrested four
students and a news photographer as anti-government demonstrations resumed in public high
schools throughout the capital city. Schools had been closed by government order the previous week
following a series of demonstrations demanding Aristide's return. Since the student demonstrations
began, during night patrols of poor neighborhoods around Port-au-Prince, soldiers have fired
their weapons at residents on an almost daily basis. According to local radio reports, at least 20
people have been killed since May 20. At the Port-au-Prince port facilities, refugee and human
rights activists affiliated with the Quixote Center in Hyattsville, Maryland, blocked the gangway
of a Coast Guard cutter unloading repatriated refugees. In a joint statement broadcast on local
radio, over 40 Catholic clergypersons said the military was responsible for escalating repression.
The religious also described the military as "the enemy" of the Haitian people. According to local
radio broadcasts, residents of Camp- Perrin attacked a military post, forcing soldiers to flee for
their lives. The attack was reportedly in response to increased repression directed against religious,
teachers and students throughout the interior of the country. Reinforcements arrived and conducted
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mass arrests in Camp- Perrin and the surrounding area. Physicians at the General Hospital in
Port-au-Prince told reporters that soldiers had entered the facility, shot guns in the corridors, and
abducted a person who was undergoing surgery for a gunshot wound. Jamaican officials announced
that the government had increased the number of Haitian refugees eligible for temporary asylum
from 100 to 150. If the quota is surpassed, Haitians will not be turned away. At present, Jamaica is
providing refuge to 87 Haitians. Of the total, 15 have expressed the desire to return to Haiti. June
2: In an announcement broadcast by Radio Nationale, Nerette named Marc Bazin leader of the
small Movement for the Installation of Democracy in Haiti party , as the "consensus candidate"
for prime minister. Bazin was the military's choice among a list of possible candidates, and then
approved by Senate and Chamber of Deputies presidents. The appointment must be ratified by
the congress. Bazin, a former World Bank official, briefly served as finance minister in the 1980s
during the dictatorship of Jean Claude Duvalier. He attempted financial restructuring of the
notoriously corrupt government. State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher told reporters
that Bazin's appointment did not represent a restoration of democracy in Haiti and would not
lead to suspension of OAS sanctions. OAS Secretary General Joao Baena Soares asserted that the
"consensus government" agreement and Bazin's appointment were "illegitimate," representing
"a continuation of the coup d'etat." Baena Soares added that since the start, the objective of the
coup has been "to annul the expression of popular will leading to Jean Bertrand Aristide's election
to the presidency." The OAS favors the appointment of a new prime minister, but simultaneous
to restoration of Aristide as president. In a communique, Haiti's National Front for Change and
Democracy criticized the prime minister appointment, asserting that such action and the "consensus
government" agreement were in violation of the constitution, and hardly a solution to the nation's
political crisis. June 3: In response to international criticism, Belizaire said Haiti would proceed with
its own solution. He added, "The international community, if it respects the nation's sovereignty
and the legislature's legitimacy, has to work along with Marc Bazin to help lead Haiti out of the
crisis." Nerette called on the congress to session June 4 to vote on the Bazin appointment. Protests
continued for the third consecutive day at public schools throughout Port-au-Prince. Troops were
stationed near the entrance to the Central University, the National School of the Arts, and other
schools. The Coast Guard deported 515 refugees to Port-au-Prince from Guantanamo, bringing the
total number deported from the refugee camp to 16,570. An additional 248 were directly repatriated
after being intercepted at sea. In an editorial, the Washington Post which had supported the OAS
embargo since the beginning recommended that the trade sanctions be lifted. Peter Hakim, of
the non-governmental Inter-American Dialogue, recommended the indefinite postponement of
Aristide's return and that the embargo be lifted. He said, "The hard reality is that Aristide cannot
be reestablished in power in the foreseeable future, and for that reason a policy based on this
expectation is almost surely condemned to fail." June 4: In interviews with the New York Times and
USA Today, Aristide rejected Bazin's nomination, calling it a "time-wasting ploy by the military."
He criticized the lack of enforcement of the OAS embargo on Haiti, and said a naval blockade may
be necessary in order to see the military regime removed from power. The Haitian Senate voted 12
to 1 to ratify Bazin's appointment. Only 14 of the 27 senators were present, and the Senate president
abstained from voting as is customary. According to a report by the private US Committee for
Refugees, the Dominican government has maintained a posture of open hostility against thousands
of Haitians fleeing political violence in their country. The report also expressed concern that the
new US policy of immediate repatriation will encourage the Dominican government to continue
its mistreatment of Haitians. At a press conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Edmond Frederique,
representative of the Haitian Lavalas Movement a coalition of grass-roots organizations which has
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strongly supported Aristide , said repression in the country has increased since the announcement
of Bazin's appointment. Frederique said that on June 3 in Camp-Perrin, three Catholic priests
in Port-au-Prince and all members of the United Patriotic Movement for Community Action
(MIPAC) were arrested. Economist Paul LaTortue said that following the appointment, soldiers were
stationed in poor neighborhoods throughout the capital in order to repress any demonstrations
against the move. In a speech to congress, Bazin proposed to merge the "consensus government"
agreement with the OAS-mediated accord involving Aristide's return to power concluded in
February. He said the Washington accord ignored "the essential protagonists of the crisis: the
provisional government and the army." Bazin said the goal of his government would be social peace.
June 5: Coast Guard spokesperson Petty Officer Joe Dye said that no refugees had been intercepted
in the past 48 hours, bringing the total for the first four days of June to 248. During the month
of May, Haitians picked up at sea averaged 421 per day. Two Catholic priests arrested in Cayes
were released from custody. On the same day, Denis Verdier, director of the Caritas humanitarian
organization in Cayes, was charged with "anti-government activities." OAS deputy secretary
general Christopher R. Thomas told reporters that the OAS has never proposed the possibility of
military intervention in Haiti to force a return to democracy. Thomas said that at present, the OAS
will maintain the trade embargo against Haiti, but is willing to consider any further negotiations
involving Aristide's return to power. Canadian Foreign Affairs Secretary Barbara McDougall issued
a communique stating that Ottawa has decided to freeze Haitian government assets. New York
federal district court judge Sterling Johnson declared the US policy of immediate repatriation from
Coast Guard vessels legal, but nonetheless worthy of criticism. According to State Department
spokespersons, the US Embassy in Port-au-Prince has received an average of 200 telephone calls per
day, and a total of 721 applications for political asylum. The Embassy has processed 453 requests,
of which 149 were passed on to the INS for further consideration. Asylum has been granted to 49
people, nine of whom have arrived in the US. June 6: Citing unidentified government sources, the
New York Times reported that Washington now supports sending an international peace-keeping
force to Haiti in order to restore Aristide to power. The plan includes selection of a new prime
minister, and lifting the trade embargo. June 7: At a press conference in Washington, President Bush
said he was not currently considering sending troops to Haiti. Bush expressed hope that the trade
sanctions may yet prove effective in returning the country to democracy. [Sources: Deutsche Press
Agentur, 05/26/92, 05/28/92; Inter Press Service, 05/27/92, 05/28/92, 05/29/92, 06/01/92; Prensa Latina
(Cuba), 06/03/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 06/04/92; Notimex, 05/27/92, 06/02/92, 06/04/92;
Associated Press, 05/26-06/05/92, 06/07/92; Agence France-Presse, 05/26/92, 05/29/92, 05/30/92,
06/01-07/92; Spanish news service EFE, 05/26/92, 05/28-31/92, 06/02/92, 06/03/92, 06/06/92, 06/07/92]
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